IN SEPTEMBER, ISTANBUL WILL BECOME THE CAPITAL OF CONTEMPORARY ART!

THE 11TH INTERNATIONAL İSTANBUL BIENNIAL UNITES İSTANBUL WITH CONTEMPORARY ART

Organized by the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts under the sponsorship of the Koç Group, the 11th International İstanbul Biennial will turn the city of Istanbul into a platform for art between September 12-November 8, capturing the attention of art circles all around the world.

The Koç Group began its ten-year term of “Biennial Sponsorship” in 2007 and will continue throughout four Biennials until 2016. 

The 11th International İstanbul Biennial will be curated by the curator collective WHW / What, How & For Whom, which has been operating from the city of Zagreb, Croatia, since 1999. WHW consists of four female curators: Ivet Ćurlin, Ana Dević, Nataša Ilić and Sabina Sabolović. 

The 11th İstanbul Biennial takes its thematic title “What Keeps Mankind Alive?” from the closing song of the 2nd act of the 1928 play Threepenny Opera, written by Bertolt Brecht, Elisabeth Hauptmann and Kurt Weill.

The conceptual framework that WHW uses for the 11th International İstanbul Biennial is articulated around the idea of “What Keeps Mankind Alive?” However, this framework does not aim to re-discover Brecht, or to present him as a classic for new generations. Rather, the conceptual framework of the İstanbul Biennial proposes to begin re-thinking the past in terms of what has been lost in history. Moreover, it invites us to consider how art today harbours new potential in articulating the age-old relationship between art for social change and aesthetic gestures.  

The İstanbul Biennial of IKSV is the activity that has brought the foundation widest international acclaim from art circles all around the world. This year’s Biennial hosts 70 already renowned or recently discovered artists from 40 different countries, exhibiting a total of more than 120 projects. 

The 11th International İstanbul Biennial will also host many important names of the contemporary art scene. Almost 2.500 guests will come to the opening of the Biennial, among them being many critics, curators, directors of museums and art galleries and foreign journalists.
BIENNIAL LOCATIONS 

The 11th International İstanbul Biennial will open its gates to visitors on September 12, Saturday. The Biennial venues are the Antrepo No. 3 of the İstanbul Maritime Lines in Tophane, the Tobacco Warehouse in Tophane and the Feriköy Greek School in Şişli. The Feriköy Greek School has been closed since 2003 due to lack of students and will be used as an art venue for the first time.

Antrepo no. 3 will house 48 pieces of work from artists and artist collectives.

Along with continuing exhibitions independent of the Biennial in the entrance floor of the Tobacco Warehouse, works belonging to 15 artists from the Biennial will be exhibited in the first and second floor.

The Feriköy Greek School opened in 1875 on Avukat Street and moved to the Abide-i Hürriyet Boulevard in 1900. It has stopped providing service since 2003, and throughout the Biennial will display works by 20 artists.

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS VISIT THE BIENNIAL WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE KOÇ GROUP

During the 11th International İstanbul Biennial, students who show their student ID at the gates of the exhibition locations will be able to visit the Biennial free of charge, thanks to the Koç Group, sponsor of the İstanbul Biennial. 

The Koç Group began this project in 2007, during the 10th International İstanbul Biennial and attracted wide attention from students. As a result, around 18.000 students from İstanbul and its surrounding areas were able to visit the exhibitions. This year, the Koç Group will continue to support the project, enabling students to familiarize themselves with this year’s focal works and projects of the international contemporary art scene.

FOR OUR LITTLE ART-LOVERS, EDUCATION PROGRAMMES FOR KIDS THROUGHOUT THE BIENNIAL  

Children meet the Biennial with support of the Koç Group…

İKSV and the Pace Art Centre, under the sponsorship of the Koç Group, are holding educational programmes for children throughout the İstanbul Biennial. The programmes aim at developing a cultural interest in museums and exhibitions for children between the ages of 6-14 years. The Education Programmes for Kids will continue throughout the 11th İstanbul Biennial between 12 September-8 November and will strive to introduce children with the basic concepts of art. 3 separate age groups, in groups of 20 along with instructors, will be able to visit the Biennial every day during the first week, and twice a week for the next 7 weeks.  

“ClassRoom” PROJECT

“ClassRoom” project is sponsored by Koçtaş and consists of separate rooms in all three venues of the Biennial. “ClassRoom”s will host information ranging from Biennial demographics to the curatorial research process, from the background info on the choice of locations, to the budget of the İstanbul Biennial. Thus in “the class”es, visitors will have the opportunity to see the Biennial from a different perspective.  

“ClassRoom” project was organised under the scope of the conceptual framework of the Biennial and bears traces of Bertolt Brecht’s dramatic techniques and his general overview on artistic production. What the project desires is to invite the Biennial audience to adopt a critical stance towards the social and artistic questions that are raised by the production of works of art, thus to have the viewers participate actively to the Biennial.  

SELECTIONS OF PROJECTS FROM THE 11TH INTERNATIONAL İSTANBUL BIENNIAL

The 11th International İstanbul Biennial will take place between September 12-November 8 in 3 venues and will display works by 70 different artists or artist collectives who are either already well-known in art circles or have recently attracted acclaim in the contemporary art scene. 10 of these artists or collectives are from Turkey...

The 11th International İstanbul Biennial will exhibit works by internationally renowned artists like KP Brehmer, Nam June Paik, Sanja Iveković, Hans-Peter Feldmann, Danica Dakić and Rabih Mroué.
Anna Boghiguian, an artist from Cairo, Egypt, participates in the Biennial with her series of more than 50 illustrations, created for the poems of the famous poet Cavafy. For her illustrations, the artist has done extensive research in İstanbul, as the poet’s family is a native of the city. All inspired by Cavafy’s poems, the artist’s collection of illustrations, along with recent additions, can all be seen at Antrepo No. 3.

Hans-Peter Feldmann brings together elements from daily life in his work. His first-ever contribution to the İstanbul Biennial is “Bread Slice”, an installation that he has specifically created for the Biennial. Moreover, “Portrait. 50 Years of a Woman”, a work dating back to 1994, exhibits a series of 328 photos of an ordinary woman from childhood to 50 years of age. Both pieces will be displayed at Antrepo No. 3. 

Shahab Fotouhi is among the bright new talents of the new generation and his new installation for the Biennial, “Study for Nuclear Bomb Shelter” will be put on display in the Antrepo No. 3.

The 11th International İstanbul Biennial will host 4 projects of the internationally renowned Sanja Iveković, who has already contributed to the 10th İstanbul Biennial in 2007. Among her four projects, “Sunglasses” has moved into the women shelters of İstanbul as part of the İstanbul Biennial. Ivekovic aims to hold workshops in which women from shelters will be encouraged to write the stories of their lives, after which the artist will combine these narratives with advertisements for sunglasses by famous brands, thereby underscoring one of the most important problems of today’s society, domestic violence.
Another outstanding project of the Biennial is a video-installation called “Isola Bella” by Danica Dakić, who was born in Sarajevo in 1962. The artist had received much attention with her works in the 8th İstanbul Biennial in 2003 as well. This year, her video project will focus on the theme of the mask, through which she will be providing a voice for children and youth from the Asylum Centre for Children and Youth in Pazaric. “Isola Bela” can be visited at Antrepo No. 3. 

The İstanbul Biennial will be hosting the work “Life” by Nam June Paik, who is celebrated as the world’s first video-artist. Born in South Korea in 1932, this great master left behind countless works produced by a multitude of methods before his death in the USA, in 2006. In this piece, Nam June Paik displays his subjective manipulations of the covers of the famous “Life” magazine. The project will be displayed at Antrepo No. 3 throughout the Biennial. 

The Turkish artists who will be contributing to the Biennial are as follows: Nevin Aladağ, Hüseyin Bahri Alptekin, Yüksel Arslan, Cengiz Çekil, Işıl Eğrikavuk, İnci Furni, Nilbar Güreş, Aydan Murtezaoğlu & Bülent Şangar, Erkan Özgen and Canan Şenol.
Aydan Murtezaoğlu & Bülent Şangar’s project “Unemployed employees – I found you a new job!” is a new and unique piece of work which questions working for low wages and no job security, along with an inquiry into what it means to be a social welfare state. The youth who will be hired for the project will be displaying a performative presentation throughout the two months of the Biennial in Antrepo No. 3.  

Cengiz Çekil is among the masters of the Turkish contemporary art scene and will contribute to the Biennial with a selection of his work dating back to the years 1975-80. The artist was born in 1945 and this selection involves not only pieces that reflect the social atmosphere created by social and economic developments before 1980, but also more conceptual works. The selection will be on display in Antrepo No. 3 and the Feriköy Greek School.   

The İstanbul Biennial will also feature a part of late Hüseyin Bahri Alptekin's installation titled "Don't Complain", which was originally made for the Pavillion of Turkey in the 52nd Venice Biennial in 2007. The work, made of neon lights, can be seen at Antrepo No. 3. Before his untimely death, Alptekin had taken part in numerous international exhibitons including the 4th and 9th International İstanbul Biennials, Manifesta V and the Sao Paulo Biennial.
TICKETS FOR THE 11TH INTERNATIONAL İSTANBUL BIENNIAL

 
The ticket price for the 11th International İstanbul Biennial is TL 10. Primary and high school students, along with senior citizens above 65, teachers and members of the International Foundation of Plastic Arts can view the exhibitions for a reduced fee of TL 5. The Biennial Guide comes free with every ticket! Tickets may be purchased from Biletix, the İKSV building (Istiklal Cad. No: 64) and starting from September 10, at Antrepo No. 3. 

Tulip Card holders will benefit from a special 20-25% Tulip Card reduction in ticket fees for the Biennial. 

The fees for daily guided tours of every 11th International Istanbul Biennial location will be TL 10 (TL 5 with reduced ticket).  

The Biennial is enjoyed best with the “11B Unlimited”

For a limited time and a limited number, the “11B Unlimited” ticket, which enables two people to view all exhibitions and activities completely for free, will be sold for TL 50. 

With the “11B Unlimited” ticket, art lovers will be able to view the exhibitions, accompanied by the Biennial team, participate in one special activity or opening party, have limitless access to all exhibition centres and be given reductions in several cafes, restaurants, bookstores and music shops. The “11B Unlimited” ticket also comes with a free Biennial guide. 

The “11B Unlimited” tickets will be sold over Biletix and at the İKSV building starting September.

Be a part of the Istanbul Biennial with “Biennial Plus”

For the first time this year art lovers will be able to contribute personally to the realization of the İstanbul Biennial by purchasing the “Biennial Plus” tickets.

With the “Biennial Plus”, art lovers will not only be personally contributing to the İstanbul Biennial but will also have limitless access to exhibitions before anyone and be able to attend all special activities. 

The “Biennial Plus” ticket is valid for two people and is priced at TL 150. The “Biennial Plus” tickets may now be purchased from both Biletix and the İKSV offices (Istiklal Cad. No: 64, Beyoğlu, weekdays between 10.00 and 17.00).

LOCATION AND TIMETABLES FOR THE 11TH INTERNATIONAL İSTANBUL BIENNIAL 

1.
Antrepo No. 3, Meclis-i Mebusan Blvd, Port Authority Place, Karaköy 

2. 
Tobacco Warehouse, Lüleci Hendek Blvd, Koltukçular Cul-de-Sac No.1, Tophane
3.
Feriköy Greek School, Abide-i Hürriyet Blvd No.5, Şişli 
The Biennial venues are open Tuesday-Sunday, between 10.00-19.00 and closed on Mondays, except Monday, 14 September 2009.
11TH INTERNATONAL İSTANBUL BIENNIAL PUBLICATIONS

There are two publications prepared for the 11th International İstanbul Biennial: The Guide and the Reader. The Biennial Guide, includes texts by curators about the conceptual framework of the Biennial, venue plans, informative texts about the artist, their works and visuals from projects. The Biennial Guide is given away free of charge with the exhibition ticket.
In the Reader, titled “What Keeps Mankind Alive?” there is a comprehensive article by WHW, about themes that are relevant to the conceptual framework of the Biennial, providing diverse perspectives to the viewers. Moreover, the book has texts by Meltem Ahıska, Bertolt Brecht, Boris Buden, Ayşe Buğra, Eda Cufer, Gökçe Dervişoğlu, Mladen Dolar, Süreyyya Evren, Morad Farhadpour, Luis Ignacio Garcia, Brian Holmes & Claire Pentecost, Minqi Li, Omnia El Shakry and Stephen Wright. “What Keeps Mankind Alive?” Reader can be purchased at the Biennial venues (Feriköy Greek School, Tobacco Warehouse, Antrepo No. 3), the İKSV Building (Istiklal Cad No: 64) and major bookstores.

İSTANBUL BIENNIAL PRESS MEETING AND PRESS ACCREDITATION

After the press meeting of the 11th International İstanbul Biennial on September 10, Thursday morning, accredited members of the press will have access to the preview of the Biennial that will take place on September 10-11. We kindly request you mark the İstanbul Biennial press meeting on your planners in advance. 

Members of the press who would like to follow the Biennial for media coverage can complete their press accreditation on www.iksv.org/bienal starting from August 17. The deadline of applications for accreditation is September 12, Saturday.

For detailed information: www.iksv.org/bienal
For visuals from the 11th International İstanbul Biennial: www.iksvpress.com/bienal2009
PAGE  
3

